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•IOR SOME TIME WE HAVE BEEN' GIVING CONSIDERATION HERE TO. THE . .< 
POSSIBILITY OF .THE INTRODUCTION INTO NVN OF JET AIRCRAFT, . 
r EITHER INTERCEPTORS OF MIG-17 TYPE,: LIGHT BOMBERS OF IL-28 TYPE 
j'OR BOTH. ’SEVERAL COMBINATIONS- ARE POSSIBLE,- THE .INTERCEPTORS . • 
[APPEARING WITH THE BOMBERS, WITHOUT THE BOMBERS (WHICH ARE NOW 
tlN- BETTER POSITION. ON HAINAN ISLAND THAN THEY WOULD BE ON NVN , 
[FIELDS), OR WITH THE BOMBERS STAGING. IN AND OUT. -WHILE THE PLAf 

[•WOULD. PROBABLY BEAR DRV MARKINGS, PILOTS MIGHT INCLUDE : CHIC OMS. 

• V . ; f . ?:\"L . .. * • ^ • > ** r ; • •• * *. . : 

{SUCH A CIRCUMSTANCE WOULD CREATE PROBLEMS FOR US IN SVN. THERE 
i WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE ALARM BOTH- REAL AND SIMULATED IN GVN OVEI 
•THE AIR DEFENSE OF URBAN TARGETS' IN SVN WHICH COULD LEAD TO 
■'•URGENT REQUESTSFOR ADDITIONAL US HELP IN FORM OF’ JET INTERCEPT 
LCIVIL DEFENSE AND JET BOMBERS FOR VNAF.. THERE COULD BE AN UPSU3 
|-IN THE PROPAGANDA TO "MARCH NOfcTH"... IN ORDER TO WIPE OUT -THE NE' 

1 ; [threat. - A- if : r -A. a "J* v--.. . •• 

■ ’• ' • . V- ’• • ' : • • ; • ' • - •" • * • • : 

' AS TO THE ACTUAL MILITARY' SIGNIFICANCE,- THERE WOULD BE 'LITTLE.. • 
[EFFECT ON NIGHT AIR OPERATIONS AGAINST NVN SUCH AS THOSE CONDU' 
i UNDER; PLAN 34A. IN THE CASE OF DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS, WE WOULD 
[HAVE TO GIVE INCREASED CAP. FOR US RECCE MISSIONS OVER LAOS. B.U' 
[THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EFFECT WOULD BE -TO VOID THE USE OF VNAF A 
fA-H'S IN DAYLIGHT OPERATIONS OVER NVN WITHOUT PRIOR ELIMINATIOl 
... [OF- THE MIG THREAT' OR WITHOUT' ‘A CAP' OF US : FIGHTERS. IN OTHER 

(words Assuming .as ,we musAthatl-vnaf;. night: bombing .would be. ve. 
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: INACCURATE .’NO EFFECTIVE AIR ATTACK AGAINST NVN TARGETS COULD NO' 
BE CONDUCTED WITHOUT '.INVOLVING US COMBAT AIRCRAFT FROM OUTSET. ,T: 
VNAF-FARMGATE OPTION FOR BOMBING NVN TARGETS WITHOUT OVERT US 
PRESENCE WOULD BE LOST. •. vf--v ; . . j 

( .IT SEEMS IMPORTANT HERE TO THINK THROUGH THIS SCENARIO' OF 

POSSIBLE EVENTS AND REACH SOME GENERAL AGREEMENT AS TO THE I 

ESPONSE USG SHOULD MAKE IF THIS CONTINGENCY ARISES. FROM • 
'VIEWPOINT SAIGON. IT APPEARS -THAT WE SHOULD BE PREPARED TO DO / 
^FOLLOWING ....... , \. . ... .. ; l 

/• : A. ' INTRODUCE!. US INTERCEPTORS .AND. POSSIBLY HAWK MISSILES INTO SVN 

‘ . / :B. INITIATE HEAVILY 'ESCORTED'' US RECCE 'OVERFLIGHTS OF NVN. MIG’S 
/. -WOULD HAVE J9. STAY DOWN IN HUMILIATION .OR RISE TO BE DESTROYED. 

/ ?C. ATTACK. DRV AIRCRAFT ON THE GROUND OR -IN AIR AS NECESSARY TO 
tCApY OUT APPROVED 'AIR MISSIONS. 
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